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Demographic Change and Immigration



U.S. Population, Actual and Projected 
Under Alternative Scenarios: 1960–2050 
(in millions) 

Source: Pew Research Center
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• 82% of the growth in the U.S. population by 
mid-century will be due to immigrants 
arriving from 2005 and 2050 and their U.S.- 
born descendants. 

Immigrants and Population Growth



Foreign-Born Share of U.S. Population, 
Actual and Projected: 1850–2050 
(% of total)

Note: Projections for 2005–2050 indicated by broken line. 
Source: Pew Research Center, 2008; Gibson and Jung (2006)
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Country of Birth of Foreign Born Population: 2007

Number Percent 

Mexico 11,739,560 30.9
Philippines 1,708,542 4.5
India 1,513,953 4.0
China 1,367,772 3.6
El Salvador 1,108,289 2.9
Vietnam 1,102,167 2.9
Korea 1,050,730 2.8
Cuba 980,008 2.6
Canada 816,385 2.1
Dominican 
Republic 747,885 2.0

Top Ten

Source: American Community Survey, 2007



Age, Gender, Marriage and Work 



Elderly Share of U.S. Population, Actual and Projected: 1960–2050 
(% of total)

Note: Elderly are ages 65 and older.  Projections for 2005–2050 indicated by broken line. 
Source: Pew Research Center, 2008
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Global Aging, Selected Nations  
Share of population (%) ages 65 and older, 2008

Source: Data extracted from PRB 2008 World Population Data Sheet.
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• 93% of the growth in the U.S. labor force 
from 2006 to 2016 will be among workers 
ages 55 and older.

-- Bureau of Labor Statistics 

U.S Labor Force is Getting Older



% of workers who say they work because they …

Note: Asked of 1,140 respondents employed full time or part time. “Don’t  know/Refused” 
responses are not shown.
Source: Pew Social & Demographic Trends, 2009
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Averages for felt age vs. actual age
Note: Asked of all 2,969 adults in the survey.
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% who say …

70 and under 7
71-80 19
81-90 28
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Over 100 8

Mean age 89

Source: Pew Social & Demographic Trends, 2009

The Gap Between How Old We are and How Old We Feel



Note: Estimates reflect annual averages except for 2009, which is based on data for January through June.
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (Current Population Survey data)
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Rise of Wives, 1970 to 2007 



Women Now Are Majority of College Graduates 



A Smaller Share of Adults Are Married 
(% currently married) 
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Note: Includes only native-born 30 to 44 year olds. 
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2007 American Community Survey (ACS) and Decennial Censuses, based on Integrated Public-Use Microdata Series (IPUMS) 
samples.



Share of Births to Unmarried Mothers in U.S.,1970 
and 2007 (%)
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Source: National Center for Health Statistics



Trends in Births, by Age 1990-2007

Source: National Center for Health Statistics
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U.S. Population Living in Multi-Generational Family Households, 
1940-2008 
(Millions)

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2006-2008 American Community Survey (ACS) and U.S. Decennial Census data, based on Integrated Public-Use Microdata 
Series (IPUMS) samples.
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The New Face of America

Source: December 2009 Current Population Survey (CPS)
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Marital Status When They Were 18-28 
% married by generation

Source: Pew Research Center tabulations from the March Current Population Surveys (1963, 1978, 
1995 and 2009) for the civilian, non-institutional population
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Life Priorities of  Younger and Older Adults 
% saying…is one of the most important things in their lives
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Family Responsibilities across the Generations 
(% saying…)

Source: Pew Research Center survey conducted Oct.5-Nov.6,2005; N=3,014.
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